Close Reading / Textual Analysis – Glossary of terms
Alliteration  - The use of two or more words beginning with the same consonant sound (not letter). For example - curtain of cloud. Explain why it is used, not just what it is. hard sounds suggest a busy, noisy, violent situation…
Assonance – The repetition of vowel sounds to create a certain sound or effect in the writing. For example – jellies and tubes, syrups and glues – Can be used to add to sense of rhythm or repetitiveness.

Atmosphere – The overall feeling or mood of a piece of writing. For example a piece describing a carnival would be likely to have a happy or celebratory atmosphere. In contrast, a piece describing a funeral would have a sad or sombre atmosphere.

Capital Letters – Used to indicate the name of a person or place or a title – For example – Disney World. If words are written in all capitals it can give a sense of excitement or anger – The teacher exploded with rage, “SIT DOWN BOY!”

Context – This refers to the sentences surrounding an individual word or phrase. The context can help you to understand the meaning of a word or expression depending how they are used.
Contrast – A writer includes two ideas which seem to be the opposite of each other. For contrast questions you must explain BOTH sides of the contrast. For example – On one hand the area is very poor but the writer explains that only a mile away there are huge mansions belonging to millionaires.
Ellipsis – See punctuation.
Expression – A group of words – For example – Quote an expression – Also called a phrase – Take directly from the passage.
Hyperbole – Deliberate exaggeration to emphasise a point. For example:

Look at the mess your room is in! It looks like a bomb’s been dropped on it!

In Your Own Words – Try to get an overall idea of the meaning of the phrase or piece of text. DO NOT LIFT words directly from the text.
Irony – When the events or meaning is the opposite from what we may normally expect or predict. In conversation we might say “He’s a real bundle of laughs” when we actually mean he has no sense of humour.

E.g. Ironically, Sarah had just posted her letter of resignation when her boss called to offer her a pay rise.

Jargon – Technical terms used in connection with a specialised subject. 

For example: The manual for the car was full of technical jargon so I had to take my car to the garage for simple repairs.

Language 

Formal language – Correct punctuation, spelling and sentences. No shortened words such as should’ve. Normally used for factual information.

Informal Language (Slang, colloquial) – Less strict sentence structures. Abbreviations and ‘new’ words are used. Normally represents spoken language.

E.g. – hoodies, shopaholics, neds…

Metaphor – A comparison when something is said to be the other not just like it. For example: A curtain of cloud closed around the bay blocking the rays of the sun. 

Narrative

First person narrative – The story is told as if the author is one of the characters (I, me, my… ). This allows us to see things from the character’s perspective adding helping us feel sympathy for their situation.

Third person narrative – The story is told as if the author can see into the minds of all of the characters (he, she, they…). This allows us to see a wider perspective of the story being more aware of various characters and what is happening.

Oxymoron – Two words of opposite meaning placed side by side to create a particular effect or impression. For example: Controlled panic, loving hate, fruitless fruit.
Paragraphs – Used to introduce a new idea – place, person, event. Can be used skilfully to give extra emphasis – For example a short one sentence paragraph will stand out and emphasise its importance to the text. 
Parenthesis – The use of dashes or hyphens to include additional information or clarify a point. For example: The girl lined up her toys in order – facing the Queen Barbie – making sure everything was nice and tidy.
Personification – A specialised metaphor in which an object or thing has the qualities of a person. For example: The exhaust pipe vomited oil and fumes on to the cobbled street as the key turned in the ignition. Can help the reader empathise or feel connected to the object.
Punctuation

? – Often used early in a passage to interest the reader and get them more involved in the text. Also used to open a paragraph which then goes on to explain the answer.

! – Used to suggest some sense of exclamation of emotion – Shouting, upset, excitement, joy…

: - Colons are most commonly used to introduce a list or to provide a definition for a word or item. For example – The boy had packed everything into his bag: a torch, matches
… - Ellipsis – Used to suggest missing information – for example, a pause when someone is speaking (nervous). a quote has been shortened, a person has been interrupted, there is more to come it is a mystery.

Repetition – The repeating of a word or phrase to add greater meaning or emphasis. Explain what is being emphasised.

Sentence Structure

Long Sentences – Often a list – Often used to emphasise the importance of something or that there are many examples. The rock star’s house was full of items that showed his wealth. He had a 52” plasma TV, cases of champagne, piles of unwatched DVDs, wardrobes full of designer clothes…
Short Sentences A variety of functions. Commonly used to provide a sense of pace, excitement and tension to a piece of writing (especially if many are used together). Short, simple sentences are effective as they communicate the idea very clearly and emphasise an idea or event very clearly.
Simile – A comparison between two different things that have some similarities usually using the word like or as to compare. For example: The old towel felt like sandpaper against his skin.

Tone – How (the manner) something is said or written rather than what is said. E.g. I could tell by the tone of my mum’s voice that she was not happy.
Topic Sentences – A sentence which introduces the paragraph and explains what the writer is about to expand on. Look out for questions which ask about “why the first sentence of the paragraph is successful?”
